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" And whoever honors the symbols of Allah—indeed, it is from the
piety of the heart.”
Surah Al-Hayp (22:32)
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Translator's Note

The sacrifice made by Imam Hussain (A5.) and his
devoted companions for the survival and preservation of Islam
has no parallel in the history of mankind—from Adam until
today. To protect the faith, Imam Hussain {A.S.) sacrificed his
life, wealth, and children so that the religion of God and the law
of Muhammad (S.A.W.) would remain unharmed, and the
efforts of the prophets would not go in vain. Imam Hussain’s
{A.S) sacrifice not only saved Islam bur also set an eternal
example for humanity to stand firm against oppression, tyranny,
and falschood until the Day of Judgment. He taught the entire
world that sacrificing everything for the sake of truth is the
demand of humanity.

Another important aspect of Imam Hussain's (AS)
uprising was his unwavering faith and trust in God. He rose with
the conviction that standing in the path of God is never in vain.
The hardships of the struggle are temporary trials, and in retum
for these fleeting sufferings, Allah grants eternal honor and
greainess,

In the desert of Karbala, apart from a few devoted
followers, loyal companions, and the members of lus household,
there was no one to sympathize with him or support him. He
was surrounded by enemies on all sides. In that wildemess, there
was no one to hear his call or carry his voice to the world. Yet,
Imam Hussain (A.5), followmng in the footsteps of his
grandfather Prophet Ibrahim (A.S.), continued to fulfill his
duties and offered his sacrifice with unwavering faith and
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certainty—knowing that God never abandons those who stand in
His path.

And so, it happened. The bloodshed in that desert was
given such radiant brilliance by God that its crimson hue has
kept Islam alive and enduring until the Day of Judgment. In
refurn for this great sacrifice, Allabh has granted Imam Hussain
(A.S.) eternal honor and dignity, and He has made his
remembrance and pilgrimage a means of guidance and salvation
for hardened and misguided souls.

Today, Divine Providence has arranged it so that no region
or comner of the world remains where a person can say, "Who is
Hussain (A.S.), and what 15 his greatness? One of the means of
this universal recognition and manifestation of his glory is the
pilgrimage of Arba‘zen to Imam Hussain (A.8.).

During the Arba'een’ of Imam Hussain (A.S.), it is not only
Shias, Sunnis, and followers of other Islamic sects who gather in
multitudes, but many non-Muslims also join the pilgrims. Due
to this devoted assembly of pilgrims trom various religions and
sects worldwide, the grandeur and status of Imam Hussain
{A.S.) shine brighter with each passing day. And because of this,
Islam 15 being revitalized with a renewed energy and spirit.

The Arba'een of Imam Hussain (A5} is an etemal
movement, holding within 1t profound pearls of wisdom and
hidden truths that become more evident with each passing year
compared to the past.

This booklet presents the reality of Arba'een, it
significance, and its religious wvalidation through textual
evidence and traditions. It also compiles the edicts of scholars,
the texts of supplications of pilgrimage, and a concise
explanation of their meanings—hoping to contnbute, even
modestly, to illuminating this great divine movement.

" Arab'een in Arabic means 40", The Arab'een of Imam Hussain refers to
the 20" of Safar (the second month in the Islamic calendar); that denotes the 40™
day afler the event of Ashura that teok place an the 107 of Mubaram, Te
commemaorzte this event, people all over the world foeck oo Karbala,
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The original author of thiz book is Hujjat al-Islam wal-
Muslimeen Maulana Sheikh Abdullah Ahmad Al-Yusuf from
Qatif. He 15 a skilled writer, a research-oriented scholar, and a
learned personality. He has authored works on various subjects,
and his literary and academic contributions are highly valuable.
These works, written in Arabic, are considered extremely
beneficial and enlightening among circles of scholars and people
of insight.

So far, this humble servant has translated three books of
this esteemed author. The present translation is his third work,
which focuses on the Arba'een of Hussaini. The previous two
books—titled fmam Serjjad and Human
Development and Twenty  Proofs  of Imam  Alis  (A.8)
Superiority—have been published in Urdu, Hindi, and Bengali
by the Isiah Publications in Lucknow. Additionally, the
book Twentv Proofs of Imam Ali's (4.5) Superiority has also
been published by the Ataba Alawiva.

The author has compiled over 70 books, and his journey of
research and authorship continues to shine brightly on the path
of knowledge. We pray to the Almighty to grant him the highest
success and progress.

In this translation, fluency, readability, and idiomatic
adaptation have been prioritized. The goal was not merely to
convert Arabic text into English but to ensure that the essence of
each sentence is conveyed in a way that remains faithful to the
original meaning while making it patural and meamngful in
English—without distorting the author’s intent or leaving the
message unclear.

However, every non-infallible being is prone to error.
Despite meticulous scrutiny and multiple reviews, the possibility
ol mistakes cannol be entirely ruled out. This humble servant
has strived to the best of ability to minimize errors, vet 1 remain
certain that this translation may still contain shortcomings and
imperfections.

I earnestly request scholars, literary experts, and those
proficient in the art of translation to kindly point out any errors
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or deficiencies in this work, thereby sharing in the spiritual
rewards of this humble effort.

[ pray to Almighty Allah. to accept this humble effort and
record it in my scale of good on the Day of Judgment and count
both the author and this lowly translator among the companions
and supporters of Imam Hussain (a.s.), as well as among those
who propagate and promote the sacred movement of Imam
Hussain {a.5.). Amen.

Humbly,

Mirza Askarn Hussain

Residing in Kuwait

10th May 2025, 12th Dhul-Qa'dah 1446 AH
Contact; +965 5213 994 / +917 2758 60854
Email: askarihusainl 2(@gmail.com
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Preface

The Arba’een Pilgrimage 1s a mirror, reflecting the majesty
and sublimity of Imam Hussain (A.5). This pilgrimage
embodies the profound devotion and love for Imam Hussain
(A.S.) etched in the hearts of believers, as millions of faithful
travel on foot annually from every comer of the world to his
sacred shrine, seeking to perform the Arba’eenPilgrimage.

With each pilgrimage, a new dimension of Imam Hussain's
(A.S.) greatness is revealed, and another secret from the depths
of his sanctity unfolds. Every vear, the number of his devoted
lovers grows, and the Arba’eenPilgrimage becomes the ultimate
march toward his holy shrine and radiant mausoleum, These
lovers of Hussain {A.S.) gather at his sanctuary, drawn by his
pure soul, illuminated path, and divine light, seeking to imbibe
the values of justice, truth, sacrifice, selflessness, sincerity, and
responsibility from him.

Nowhere else in the world is it possible to witness millions
of people converging at one place, at the same time, with
unparalleled contentment and fervor—except in the gathering of
Imam Hussain (A.8.) on Arba’een. This day, observed on the
20th of Safar every year, marks a grand assembly that unites
believers from across the globe at the sacred land of Karbala.

During Arba'een, a deeply spiritual and faith-filled
atmosphere prevails, granting the faithful an unmatched spiritual
strength—a state brimming with the sweetness of worship, the
delight of faith, and the punfication and refinement of the soul.
This journey is not merely a physical walk: it 15 an embodiment
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of the struggle against the self—the "Greater Jihad" (Jihad al-
Akbar} as proclaimed by the Holy Prophet (SAW).

The enemy mercilessly martyred Imam Hussain (A.S.) and
made every effort to distort his mission while attempting to
brand him and lus family as outcasts. Yet today, the annual
rathering of millions at Imam Hussain's (A.S.) sacred shrine
during Arba’een loudly proclaims that the people stand firmly
with the Imam's principles, values and objectives. They stand
with the oppressed against the oppressor, with the martyred
against the murderer. with truth against falsehood - making it
abundantly clear that the true victors of Karbala were Imam
Hussain (A.S.) and his righteous cause.

Imam Hussain (A.S.) achieved wvictory through his
martyrdom, while his enemies failed miserably in their savage
crime. Though they brutally killed the beloved grandson of the
Prophet (SAW), the fragrant flower of Paradise, Imam Hussain
(A.S8.) ultmately triumphed with his primciples, values and
goals. Both his name and his message became inunortal in both
the worlds.

His enemies gained nothing but failure, humiliation and
wretchedness - disgrace in this world and painful punishment
awaiting them in the Hereafter.

This work clucidates certain themes, implications, and
impacts of the pilerimage of Arba’een, while clarifying the
textual evidences and traditions related to Ziyarat-e-Arba’een as
found in the books of hadith and junisprudence. This book
comprises two chapters:

First Chapter: The Arba’een Pilgrimage in light of
hadith and jurisprudential texts.

Second Chapter: The Arba’een Pilgrimage and the
Hussaini spirit,

It is hoped that these few pages will help illuminate some
truths about the Arba'een pilgrimage, clarify its correct
explanation and interpretation, and reveal its  profound
teachings. May they also prove beneficial in highlighting its
positive effects and benefits in our individual and social lives.
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And... [ pray to the Almighty that He counts this book
among my righteous deeds and makes it a source of benetit for
me on the Day of Judgment— {the Day when neither wealth nor
sons will avail, except for those who come to Allah with a sound
heart} (Quran 26:88-89). Allah, the Lord of Majesty, is the
center of hope, the ultimate desire, and the founiain of mercy,
grace, and bounty.

By Divine Grace

Abdullah Ahmad Al-Yousufl
Hilla, Qatif

Friday, 11th Muharram 1440 AF
21* September, 2018 CE
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Chapter One

The Arba’een Pilgrimage

in Hadith and
Jurisprudential Texts



The Arba'een Pilgrimage embodies profound truths and
enduring impacts. It mirrors Imam Hussain's {A.S.)) greatness,
his exalted status, the love people hold for him, and their
reverence for his holy shrine.

The millions who gather for Arba‘een epitomize the victory
of his stand and the cause for which he was martyred. Annually,
thizs colossal assembly—transcending sects and borders—
proclaims the triumph of the oppressed over the oppressor, the
martyred over the murderer, and truth over falsehood.

The event of Karbala proves that the apparent victory of
Yazid's army was temporary and short-lived, and that true
success lies in the triumph of principles and values as clearly
demonstrated by Karbala and the events that followed.

Lady Zamab’s (AS) Historic Declaration:

“In the court of Yazid (LA), Sayyida Zainab (A.S.) revealed the
eternal truth:

"Bv Allah! You can never erase our remembrance, nor end
our divine message, nor reach ouwr ultimate purpose. The shame
af this crime will forever stain yvou. Your opinion is but defusion.
vour davs are numbered, and your forces will scatter. The day
will come when the caller will proclaim: 'Indeed, the curse of
Allah is upon the wrongdoers!"" [Quran 11:18]

And so it happened: The remembrance of Imam Hussain
{A.S.) and the Ahlul Bawvt (A.S5.) grows stronger with each
passing day, while their oppressors now he in the dustbin of
history, condemned by their own deeds.

The Virtue of Visiting Imam Hussain's (A.S.)
Shrine

The visitation of the shrine of Imam Hussain (A 8.) is a
recomnmend act on any daybut certain days and dates carry
special emphasis according to authentic and mass-transmitted
narrations — such as the day of Ashura, the 15th of Sha'ban.
Thursday, and Fridays, and similar significant occasions,

"%’ 5 i 1 4 } &, ?lf <
G s Zgae




Documentation of
Narrations

on Ziyaratlof Arba’een

Some people believe there are no narrations regarding
the Ziyvarat of Arba'een, or if there is. it is
a mursal (disconnected) narration. However, the correct
view is that there are multiple texts concerning the Zivarat of
Arba’een, and they have been cited in numerous books, such
as those by Sheikh Mufid and Sheikh Tusi.

It is narrated from Abu Muhammad Hasan ibn Ali (A.5))
that he said:
"The signs of a believer are five: fifty-one rak 'ats of prayer
(daily), the Zivarat of Arba ‘een, wearing a ring on the right
hand, prostration on dust (Turbah), and reciting 'Bismillah
ar-Rahman ar-Raheem’ aloud.™

! Pilgrimage

* . Al-Mazir by Al-Mufid — Page 53, Hadith 1, Mighah al-Mutahajjid
Page TS, Mishah al-Za'ir - Page 2¥6. Al-lgbal - Volume 3, Page 100,
Tahdhib al-Ahkim by Al-TisT — Volume 6, Page 52, Hadith 122 (with a
variation in wording: "fithy" instead of "fifty-one"), Rowdat al-Wi'izin
Page 193, Bibar al-Anwar by Al-MajlisT: Volume #2, Page 75, Hadith
7. Volume 98, Page 329, Hadith 1.
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Although this narration is mursal’, it does not mean it is
unauthentic. Rather, its presence in reliable books is a proof
of its credibility. Moreover, the practice of discerning
scholars and reputable junists on thus narration further
strengthens its reliability, as many renowned scholars and
Jurists have cited it in their books of jurisprudence.

Among them, Sheikh Tusi has narrated a reliable
tradition from Safwan Jammal concerning Arba’een, in
which Imam Sadiq {A.S.} said:

"On the day of Arba'cen, when the sun has risen, recite this
Zivarar: 'As-salamu ala walivyillah wa habibih...' (Peace be
upon the friend of Allah and His beloved...)."

The Imam (A.S.) then mentioned the complete Zivarat and
instructed: "After the Ziyarat, perform two Rak'ats of
praver, supplicate for vour needs, and then depart.™

Sheikh Ibn  al-Mashhadi, in his book “A/-
Meazar” (Chapter 11, p. 352, Hadith 1), commenting on this
narrations attributed to Imam Askan (A.5)), stated: "This
hadith is Musnad (authentically transmitted) from Ahu
Hashim al-Ja fari, though Sheikh Tusi narrated it without a
chain.”

Sayvid Ibn Tawus, in "Al-fgbal” (Vol. 3, Chapler 3,
Section s, p. 1007, affirms:
"This is a well-documented narration. I have transmitted this
Zivaraf from my  grandfather Abu Jafar al-Tusi, who
reported it from Imam Hasan al-Askari (4.5.) with a sound
chain of ransmission. "

'Mursai: A narration in which there is a broken chain. Meaning part of
the chain has been omitted
* . The complete ziyirat (visitation prayver) has been narrated in the
appendicessupplements of the book.

? | Tahdhib al-Ahkdm by Shaykh al-TfisT — Vol. 6, p. 113, Hadith 201,
Mishah al-Mutahajjid by Shaykh al-Tuast — p. 788, Al-Mazar al-Kabir by
Ibn al-bashhady — p. 514, Hadith 10, Misbah al-Za"r by Thn Tawis — p.
2ER8Al-Igbal bi-1-A ‘mal al-Hasana by Ibn Tawids — Vol. 3, p. 101, Wasa'il
al-Shi'a by al-Hurr al-"Amill — Vol 14, p. 478, Hadith 19645, Bihar al-
Anwir by Allamah al-MajlisT — Vol. 98, p. 331, Hadith 2.
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Sheikh Abbas Qummi, in "'"Ugood al-Nadeed” (p. 46,
Hadith 33), cites a mursal narration from Mufaddal ibn
Umar, wherein Imam Sadiq {A.S.) includes the Ziyarat of
Arba’een among the defining characteristics of the Shia."

Similarly, Sayyid Ibn Tawus in "Mishah al-Za'ir" (Ch. 10,
p. 286) narrates a mursal Ziyarat for the day of Arba’een tfrom
Jabir ibn Abdullah Ansari.

Sheikh Tabari also cites an authenticated narration from
Jabir ibn Abdullah Ansari in his book "Bisharat al-Mustafa" (p.
124, Hadith 72), which closely resembles the narration
mentioned by Savyid Thn Tawus. This same tradition has been
reported by:

Khwarizmi in "Magtal al-Imam al-Hussain (4.5.)" (Vol. 2,
Ch. 14, p. 190, Hadith 2)

Ibn Karamah in "Tanbih al-CGhafilin® (p. 90)

"%’ 5 i 1 _'Ilr } &, ?lf <
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Six Authentic Narrations on
Ziyarat of Arba’een

The aforementioned six parrations conceming Zivarat-e-
Arba’een have been documented in both Shia and Sunni
sources. Despite this, some individuals have made unfounded
claims, stating, "There are no authentic narrations regarding
Arba'een.”

Sayyid Ibn Tawus, in "Igbal al-4'mal” (Vol. 3, Ch. 3, Sec.
5, p. 103), mentions:

"There is also a farewell {dlwida) (wida'i) Ziyarat

specifically transmitted for Arba’een."

In "Misbah al-Za'tr" (Ch. 10, p. 290), he further states:

"It has been narrated that there is a farewell Zivarat
exclusive to the Day of Arba 'een.”

Allama Majlisi, in "Maladh al-Akhvar” (Vol, 9, p. 301), aftirms:

"Zivarat al-Arba ‘een, according to the scholars, is to be
performed on the 2 " af Safar, and thev possess evidence
supporting this."

“"Perhaps the recommended status (musichabb) of the
Zivaral on the Day of Arba’een is due to the fact that Jabir ibn
Abdullah Ansari arrived in Karbala on this day from Madinah
to visit the sacred grave of Imam Hussain (4.8.) and recited the

"The cemplete Ziviirat (visitation praver) has been narated in the
appendices/supplements of the book,

& (18) it
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very Ziyarat that Savyid Ibhn Tawus has transmitted wnder the
title "Ziyarat al-Arba'een.’

Apparent histovical vecords suggest that the first human to
visit Imam Hussain's (A.85) grave was Jabiv ibn Abdullah
Ansari.  Thus, performing the Zivarat of Arba’een s
recommended in emulation of his precedent,

Alternatively, it could he because the Akl al-Bayt (A.5.)
reached Karbala from Svria on this day after their release from
captivity. Or there may be some other wisdom behind s
recommendation.”
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Ziyarat of Arba’een

in the Books of Hadith and
Ziyarat

Prominent scholars and jurists have unanimously
considered the Ziyarat of Arba’een as a recommended
{mustahabb) act, dedicating independent chapters to it in their
works. Some of these nclude:

Sheikh al-Mufid in "Al-Mazar" (Ch. 23, p. 53): "Chapter

on the Virtue of Zivarat al-Arba 'een.”

Sheikh  al-Tusi in "Tahdhib  al-dhkam” (Vol. 6, p.

113): "Zivarat al-Arba 'een.”

And in "Mishah al-Mutahajjiid” (p. 787). "Explanation of

Zivarat al-Arba 'een.”

Sheikh Ibn al-Mashhadi in "4/-Mazar al-Kabir" (Section

4, Ch. 18, p. 514, Hadith 10):

"The Zivarat of Abu Abdullah al-Hussain (4.5.) on 207 of

Safar, which is Zivarat al-Arba een.”

Savyid Ibn Tawus in "4l-Ighal” (Vol. 3, Ch. 5, p. 100):

"On the Merits of Visiting al-Hussain (4.5.) on 20 of
Safar.”

And in "Mishal al-Za'ir" (Ch. 10, p. 286):

"Chapter: On Zivarat al-Arba’een and Its Manner as
Narrated."”

) (20} ey
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Al-Shahid al-Awwal in "A/-Mazar" (p. 185):

“Among them is Zivarat al-Avba’een, which is 20" of
Safar.”

Sheikh al-Kaf’ami in "A/l-Mishah” (p. 489} "Ziyarat al-
Arba ‘een.”

Sheikh Bahai Amiliin "Tawdih al-Magasid" (Month of
Safar, p. 6):

"On this day, is the Livarat al-Arba’een for Abu Abdullak

al-Hussain (A.5.). narrated from al-Sadig (4.5.), to be

performed when the sun is high. This is the 40" dav after

his martyrdom.”

Al-Hurr al-Amili in "Wasa il al-Shia"” (Vol. 14, Ch. 56, p.
478):

"Chapter on the Emphasized Recommendation of Visiting

al-Hussain (4.5) on the 40" Day after His martyrdom

(20th Safar)."

And in "Hidayat al-Umma” (Vol. 5, p. 488):

“It is recommended to visit im on the 40th day fafter his
martvrdom).”

Fayd al-Kashani in "4/-Wafi" (Vol. 14, Ch. 200, p. 1581):

"Chapter on the Method of Performing Zivarat al-
Arba’een.”

Allama al-Maijlisi in "Bifar al-4mwvar” (Vol. 95, Ch. 11, p.
348):

“Chapter on the Acts Specific to the Day of Arba‘een (20
Safar).”

And in Vol. 98, Ch. 25, p. 329: "Chapter on Zivarar al-
Arba een”

Also in "Maladh al-dkhyar” (Vol. 9, p. 301): "Zivarat al-
Arba’een”

Sheikh Khidr ibn Shalal in "4bwab al-Jinan" (Ch. 4. Sec.
12, p. 405):

"Wisiting al-Hussain (A.5.) on 20" of Safar."

"%’ 5 i 2 1 } &, ?lf <
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Sayyid al-Burujerdi in "Jami’ Ahadith al-Shia" (Vol. 12,
Ch. 55. p. 429);

"Chapter on the Recommendation of Zivarat al-Arvba’een
and Its Method. "

Sheikh Abbas al-Qummi in "Mufarih al-Ffinan” (p. 681):

"Ziyarat al-Arba’een, i.e., the 20" of Safar."*

Sheikh al-Ishtabhanati in "Nur af-Ayn” (Ch. 220, p. 369}

"Chapter on the Empharized Recommendation of Visiting

al-Hussain (A.8.) on the 407 Day (20" Safur)."

All these scholars, in their respective works and others,
have transmitted narrations proving the recommended status of
Zivarat al-Arba’een—one of the distinguishing signs of a
believer, Moreover, the same text of the Ziyarat, as narrated
from Imam al-Sadig {A.S.}, is consistently cited across these
sources, confirming its prescribed recitation on this day.

"%’ 5 i 22 } &, ?lf <
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Fatwas of Jurists (Maraaje)

Regarding the Recommendation
of Ziyarat al-Arba’een

Prominent classical and contemporary jurists have issued
fatwas affirming the recommended (mustahabb) status of
visiting Imam Hussain (A.S.) on the Day of Arba’een. Among
them are;

Sheikh al-Mufid in "Misar a/-Shi'a” (Month of Safar, p.
46):

"On the 20" of Safar... it is recommended fo visit hnam
Hussain (4.5 )"

Sheikh al-Tusi in "Mishah al-Mutahajjid" (p. T87):

"It is recommended to visit Imam Hussain (4.5.) on the

Dav of Arba’een, and one should recite the Zivarat al-

Arba’'een on this dav.”

Sayyid Tbn Tawus, as cited in "Bihar al-Anwar” (Vol. 95,
Ch. 11, p. 348, Hadith 1):

"It is recommended to visit Imam Hussain (A1.5) on the
20th of Safar.”

Allama al-Hilli in "Muntaha al-Matlab” (Vol. 2, p. 892):

"It i recommended to visit Imam Hussain (4.5.) on the

4ith dav after his martyrdom, which falls on the 20th of

Safar.”

(23) 4
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In "Tadhkirah al-Fugaha” (Vol. &, p. 454, Issue 770}
“Visiting Imam Hussain (A.S) on the 20th of Safar is
recommended. "

In "Tahrir al-Ahkam" (Vol. 2, Issue 15, Sec. 3, p. 122,
[ssue 2654 ):

"His Zivarat is recommended on the 20th of Safar.”

Al-Shahid al-Awwal in "Durus al-Shar iyyah” (Vol. 2, p.
10}

"Visiting Imam Hussain (A.S,) on the 20" of Safar is
among the signs of a believer."”

Sheikh al-Kaf ami in "A/-Balad al-Amin" (p. 274

"Visiting Imam Hussain (A.S.) on the 20" of Safar is

recommended, and this is the day of Zivarat al-Arba’een."

Favd al-Kashani in "Tagwim al-Muhsinin" (as referenced
in “Nur al-Ayn”, p. 375, and "Magtal al-Hussain”, p. 372):

"There is explicit textual evidence (nass) on the
recommendation of Zivarai al-Avba een.”

AlHurr al-Amili in "Hidayat al-Ummah” (Vol. 5, Ch. 9,
p. 488):

"ft is recommended to visit fmam Hussain (A.5) on the 40
day after his martyrdom.”

Sheikh Yusuf al-Bahrani in "4/-Hada 'ig al-
Nadhirah” (Vol. 17, p. 434):

"Visiting Imam Hussain (A.5) on the 20" of Safar is

among the distinguishing marks of a believer.”

Sheikh Khidr ibn Shalal in "Abwah al-Jinan" (Ch. 4, Sec.
12, p. 405):

"Among the special Zivarats of Imam Hussain {A.5.) is the
visitation on the 20" of Safar—its virtue and the
superiority of its acts are bevond any doubt for an Imami
Shi'a. Indeed, its truth is as evident as the sun in broad
daviight.”

Sheikh Hussain Al *Usfur in "Sidad af- Thad” (p. 405):
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"The merit of visiting Imam Hussain (A.8.) increases on the
40" day after his martyrdom (20" Safar).”

Mirza Maliki Tabria in "4-Muragabat” (p. 39):

“A spiritually vigilant person must observe the day of
Arba'een as a day of grief and strive to visit fmam
Hussain's (A.5.) grave at least once in their lifefime.”

Sheikh Abbas al-Qummi in “Mafarih al-Jinan” (Ch. 8,

Day 20, p. 454);

"Visiting Imam Hussain (A.S) on the 20" of Safar is

reconmended. ™

Sayvid Ja'far al-Amili in "Mulkitasar Mufid” (Vol. 1, p.

222):

"The recommendation of visiting Imam Hussain (4.5.) on
Arba’een is certain  {vageeni), and scholars have
unanimously issued fatwas on its mustahabb status.”

Conclusion
These fatwas from leading Islamic junists and scholars

serve as definitive evidence for the established recommendation
(istihbab) of Ziyarat al-Arba’een. After such consensus, there
remains no room for doubt regarding 1ts rehigious significance.
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Ziyarat of Arba’een:
A Sign of the Believer

The narrations highlight Zivarat al-Arba’een as a
distinguishing mark of a believer.

Imam Hasan al-Askari (A.5.) is reported to have said.
"There are five signs of a believer: praying fifty-one rak’ats
daily,' performing the Ziyarat of Arba’een, wearing a ring on
the nght hand, prosirating on dust (turbah), and reciting
'Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahcem' aloud.™

Though this narration is mursal, its content is sound and
aligns perfectly with the teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.).
Moreover, other narrations support its essence, such as those
emphasizing the recommended status of visiting Imam Hussamn
(A.S.) under normal circumstances,

Sheikh al-Tusi states regarding Zivarat al-Arba’een:

"On the 20" of Safar, the family of Imam Hussain {A.S.)
retumed from Syria to Medina. On the same day, Jabir ibn
Abdullah al-Ansari, a companion of the Prophet (PBUH),

'17 Rak ats daily obligatory (Wijiby praver and 34 rak’ats of optional (Nafilah)
rayer.

© . Mishah al-Mutahajjid, p. 788: Tahdhib al-Ahkam: vol. 6, p. 52, hadith 122
(with ‘fifty' instead of "fifty-one'): al-Mazar hi-Mufid; p. 53, hadith 1: al-Iqbal:
vol. 3, p. 100; Rawdat al-Wa'tzin: p. 213; Awali al-La'ali: vol. 4, p. 37, hadith
127 froom Imam al-Sadig (peace be upon him}y: Bihar al-Apwar: wol, 82, p. 75,
hadith 7.
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traveled from Medina to Karbala to visit the sacred grave
of Imam Hussain (A.S5.). He was the first to wisit the
Imam’s grave_“]

Hazrat® Jabir ibn Abdullah Ansari arrived in the land of Karbala
on the 20th of Safar - the fortieth day after Imam Hussain's
{A.8.) martyrdom - accompanied by Atiyya ibn Sa'd al-Awfi, a
Tabi'i’. It is said that this occurred on the 20th of Safar in the
year 62 AH.

Atiyyah al-*Awfi’s Eyewitness Account:

"I accompanied Jabir ibn Abdullah al-Ansari to visit the
grave of Imam Hussam (A.S.)). When we reached Karbala, Jabir
performed ghusl in the Euphrates, wrapped himself in a
loincloth, covered his body with a cloak, applied perfume from a
small pouch, and then walked toward the grave while reciting
divine remembrances.

When he approached the grave, he said, “Guide my hands
to the grave.” | placed his hands on the grave. As soon as his
hands touched it, he fainted. I sprinkled water on him, and when
he regained consciousness, he repeated three tmes,

“Ya Hussain!™

Then he sad:

“Would the beloved not respond to the call of his lover?”

Then he added:

“But how could you respond, O Hussain, when your veins
have been severed and your head separated from your body? |
bear witness that you are the son of the Seal of the Prophets
{(PBUH), the son of the Master of the Believers {A.S.), the son
of the Covenant of Piety, the descendant of guidance, the fifth of
the People of the Cloak (Ahl al-Kisa), the son of the Chief of the
Mobles, and the son of Fatimah, the Mistress of all women. How

' Mishah al-Mutahajjid; p. 787; Bihar al-Anwar: vol. 98, p. 334.
= An honorific title used to show a sign of respeet,

* A term used to refer to the second generation of Muslims after the companions
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could it be otherwise, when you were raised in the arms of the
Master of the Messengers, nurtured 1n the laps of the pious, fed
with the milk of faith, and matured in the shadow of Izlam? You
were pure in life and pure in death. The hearts of the believers
remain restless after vour loss, and there 15 no doubt in thewr
hearts regarding your divine trial. May peace and God’s mercy
be upon you! I testify that you followed the same path as your
brother, Yahya ibn Zakanya (AS.).”
Then turning to the grave, he said:

“Peace be upon the souls who stood firm alongside Imam
Hussain (A.S.). I bear witness that you established praver, gave
charity, enjoined good, forbade evil, fought against the
disbelievers, and worshipped Allah until your last breath. By the
One Who sent Muhammad (PBUH) with the truth, T am a
partner in your stand.™

Atiyyah asked:

0 Jabir, we neither descended into any valley nor climbed
any mountain, nor did we draw any sword—vet the heads of
those martyred with Imam Hussain (A.S.) were severed, their
children orphaned, and their wives widowed. How can we share
in their stand 7

Jabir replied:

“0O Atiyyah! I heard my beloved, the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH), say: “Whoever loves a people will be reswrrected with
them, and whoever loves the actions of a people will be
considered a participant in their actions,” By the One Who sent
Muhammad (PBUH) with the truth, my intention and that of my
companions i4 the same as that of Hussain (A.8)) and his
companions,”

Then he said:
“Take me to Kufa.”

When we had traveled some distance, he said: 'O Ativya!
Shall I give you some advice, for I don't think we shall meet
again alter this journey? Love those who love Muhammad and
the family of Muhammad (peace be upon them), and hate their
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enemies - even if they be fasting and prayerful. Be gentle with
the lovers of Muhammad and his family, for should they
stumble due to their many sins, their love will guide them back
to the right path. The lovers of these noble ones will be led to
Paradise, while their enemies will be taken to Hellfire, "™

Sayyid Muhsin al-Amin (RA) said:

“On the 20th of Safar, while the noble family of Imam
Hussain (A.S.) was returning from Syria to Medina, the
companmion of the Prophet (PBUH), Jabir ibn Abdullah ibn
Hizam al-Ansan, traveled from Medina to Karbala to visit the
sacred grave of Imam Hussain (A.S.). Jabir was the first person
to visit the grave of Imam Huszain (A.S.).”

In Mishah al-Za 'ir, it is narrated from Atiyyah:

“On the 20th of Safar, I was with Jabir ibn Abdullah. When

we reached Ghadhirivya, he performed ghus! in the river

and wore a pure white shirt.

Then he asked me: O *Ata, do you have any perfume?’

I replied: ‘I have Sa’d (a type of fragrance).’

He applied it to his head and body.

Then, barefoot, he approached the head of Imam Hussain

(A.8.), said ‘Allahu Akbar!” three times, and collapsed

unconscious.”

When he regained consciousness, [ heard him say:

“As-salamu alaykum va Aal Allah ... "

And he recited the complete Ziyarat.

' Also found in:Bishdrat al-Mustafi (p. 74). 4-Hadd ‘ig al-
Wardiveah (12129, Tapsir af-Maidlib (p. 930, 8ihdr al-dmwar (651530762, 98;
p. 196), and Khawdrizmi s Magraf (2:167).

"%’ 5 i 29 } &, ?lf <
G s Zgae




The Virtues and Rewards

of Ziyarat al-Arba’een

The wisitation of the Infallibles (A.S.) holds immense
virtue and countless blessings. The visitation of all the Imams is
recommended. However, the narrations regarding the virtues.
blessings, effects and secrets of Ziyarat of Imam Hussain {(A.8.)
are unmatched in comparison to any other Imam. This highlights
the importance of Zivarat of Imam Hussain (A.5.) and its
positive effects and blessings, as well as the aspect of building a
Muslim society.

There are countless narrations regarding the virtue and
reward of visiing Imain Hussain {A.S.). Here, we will focus on
the narration from Muhammad ibn Sinan, who quotes Huthaifah
ibn Mansur saying: Abu Abdullah (A.5.) said: "Whoever visits
the grave of Imam Hussain {A.S.) secking the pleasure and love
of Allah, Allah will save him from the fire of Hell, protect him
from the fear of the Day of Judgment, and fulfill all his worldly
and otherworldly needs."

Asim ibn Humeid Hannat narrates that he asked Ja'far ibn
Muhammad (A.S.) about the visitation of Imam Hussain's (A.8.)
grave, and Imam (A.5.) replied: "Q Asim! Whoever visits the
grave of Imam Hussain (A.5.) while in a state of sorrow, Allah
will remove his sorrow. Whoever visits while in poverty, Allah
will remowve his poverty. And if someone is afflicted with illness
and prays to Allah to remove it, Allah will accept his prayer and
remove his distress and pain. Therefore, never neglect the
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visitation, for whenever you come to visit, every step will eamn
you ten good deeds, ten of your sins will be forgiven, and you
will attain the status of a martyr in the way of Allah. So never
neglect the visitation."”

It is narrated from Muhammad ibn Muslim that Abu
Abdullah [al-Sadiq] (A.5.) said: "Whoever visits Imam Hussain
(A.S.) with true recognition, Allah will write for him the reward
of a thousand accepted Hajj pilgrimages and a thousand
accepted Umrahs, and will forgive all his previous and
subsequent sins."

In addition to the great reward and virtue of visiting Imam
Hussain (A.S.), there are innumerable blessings, cffects, and
secrets in it, such as:

» The acceptance of prayers beneath the grave,

» Prayers of the angels for the visitor,

» The prayers of the Ahl al-Bayt for the visitors,

« Long life,

«  Abundance of sustenance,

« Fulfillment of needs,

« Removal of sorrow and distress,

« Transformation of sins into good deeds.

» Turning misfortune into prosperity,

« Being resurrected with Imam Hussain which is
the desire of every behever,

All of these are affirmed m authentic narrations.
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The Virtue of Visiting Imam Hussain on Foot

There are numercus narrations regarding the virtue of
visiting Imam Hussain (A.S.)by ftoot. In Kamil al-Zivarar, 1bn
Qulawavh Qummi has dedicated a chapter to the virtues of
visiting on foot, entitled: "The Chapter on the Reward for
Visiting fmam Hussain (A.5.) on Foot or en Horseback" in
which he presents ten narrations concerning the virtue of
visiting Imam Hussain {A.S.} on fool.

In Wasa'il al-Shi'a, Allama Hurr al-Amili also devoted a
chapter on the virtue of visitmg Imam Hussain (A.S.) on foot,
titled: "The Chapter on the Recommendation of Walking to Visit
Imam Fussain (4.5)," in which he presents six narrations
regarding its virtue. Among these. one narration mentions that
Imam Al-Sadiq (A.S.) said: "Whoever visits the grave of [mam
Hussain (A.8) on foot, Allah will reward him with the
equivalent of freeing a slave from the progeny of Isma'il for
every step he takes."

Abu Samat narrates that he heard from Abu Abdullah
(A.5.) who said: "Whoever visits the grave of Imam Hussain
(A.S5.) on foot, Allah will write for him one thousand good deeds
for every step, erase one thousand sins, and grant him one
thousand elevations in rank,"

It is also narrated from Imam Sadig (A.S.) that: "Whoever
leaves his home to visit Imam Hussain ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib
{A.S.), walking on foot {if he is walking). Allah will write for
him one thousand good deeds for every step, erase one thousand
sins, and elevate him by one thousand ranks, until he reaches the
grave {of Imam Hussain) where Allah will record him among
the successful ones."”
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Thus, visiting Imam Hussain (A.S8.) on foot 15 a religious
act, which is why Islamic scholars, companions, and religious
authorities take great care to accompany those who walk to the
Arba’eenPilgrimage, in order to share in the immense reward
and blessings of this visit,

Furthermore, the arrival of pilgrims walking to visit Imam
Hussain (A.S.) during Arba’een with the intention of receiving
its rewards 1s a great opportunity that must be utilized properly,
so that Islamic teachings spread among the visitors. This will
help elevate their intellectual and cultural levels. and their
actions and behaviors will reflect the ethies of Imam Hussain
{A.S5.) and the Imams {A.S.) in general.

Another important point to note is that this vast public
eathering should be presented i a prominent and respectful
manner in the media, to show the true image of the followers of
Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.) to the world, and demonsirate to the enemies
of Islam the umty, solidarity, honor, and strength of the
believers.

The attention of warious media and communication
channels to this important event of the pilgrimage of Arba’een is
proof that the core principles of Imam Hussain (A.S.) — justice,
honor, the rejection of falsehood, self-sacrifice, and martyrdom
inthe path of truth — will always remain alive and enduring.

It is crucial that during Arba’een or any other occasion, the
principles, values, goals, and objectives of Imam Hussain (A.S.)
are preserved. These are the very objectives for which Imam
Hussam (A.S.) and his family (A.S)) and companions made
sacrifices. We must ensure that the movement of lmam Hussain
(A.5.) is not reduced to mere rituals and superficial practices;
rather, the spirit and essence of the movement should remain
alive, safegunarding the grand goals and objectives for which
Imam Hussain (A.S.) sacrificed (gave) his life.
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Chapter Two:

Ziyarat of Arba’een

and the Epic of Imam
Hussain (A.S.)



The Determination and
Passion

of Ziyarat al-Arba’een

The enthusiasm and fervor found within the pilgrims of Imam
Hussain (A.S.) during Arba’cen is one of the secrets of his
greatness. The world witnesses how millions come on foot, with
love and devotion, to visit the shrine of Imam Hussain (A.S.).
Just as Imam Hussain (A.S.) annihilated his being in the Divine
Essence, sacrificed himself on His path, and gave everything for
it, 30 too do the pilgrims who come to visit him dissolve their
very selves into his being, with love and devotion.

Text of the Zivarat: A Manifesto of Resistance

With time, the radiance of the Hussaim movement
continues to grow, and people's devotion to its path keeps
increasing. As the Prophet (SAW) said: Ibn Sinnan narrates
from Imam Ja'far al-Sadigq (A.8.) that he said: 'The Prophet
(SAW) saw Hussain bin Ali (A.8.) coming towards him, so he
seated him in his lap and said: "Indeed, there will be such a
burning grief for Hussain's martyrdom in the hearts of believers
that will never fade away.'

', Mustadrak al-Wasgil: val, 10, p. 318, hadith 12084,

"%’ 5 i 36 } &, ?lf <
G s Zgae




What the Messenger of God (SAW) had foretold, came to
fruition. We see how millions of people come to the shrine of
Imam Hussain (A.S.) every year during Arba’een - neither the
intensity of the sun, nor bad weather, nor even the fear of
terrorists can stop them. They face all dangers and difficultics
with complete determination and courage. keeping the Arba’een
of Imam Hussain (A.8.) alive.

Arba’een vs. Superficial Mourning.

If love could kill, and passion could drive one mad; then in
the love and passion for Imam Hussain {A.S.) lies all goodness,
virtue, and signs of faith and divine grace. Millions of believers
are captivated by his love, and all share one cry: 'The love of
Hussain has made me mad!

It is narrated from Imam Al-Sadiq (A.S.) that the love for
Imam Hussain (A.S.) and the divine opportunity (tawtiq) to visit
his shrine are signs of blessings in one's life. He (A.S.}) said:
"When Allah wills good for someone, He instills in their heart
the love for Hussain (A.S.) and the longing to wisit him. And
when Allah walls 1ll for someone, He plants in their heart hatred
for Imam Hussain (A.5.) and his visitation.’

Dawud al-Hammar narrates that Imam al-Sadiq (A.S8.)
said: "Whoever does not visit the grave of Imam Hussain (A.S.)
has been deprived of a great blessing, and a vear will be
deducted from his lifespan.”-

So fortunate is the one who has love for Imam Hussain
(A.5.) and the desire to visit him, and deprived 1s the one who is
deprived of this blessing. And whoever visits frequently is more
deserving of abundant good.

It 15 narrated from Muhammad ibn Fayd ibn Mukhtar that
he asked Imam al-Sadig (A.S8.) about visiting Imam Hussain

' Kamil al-Ziyarat, p. 269, hadith 417 (narrated by Fudayl ibn "Uthman

al-Sayrafl from his informant): Bihir al-Anwar: vol, 98, p. 76, hadith 28,

* . Kamil al-Zivirdn p. 285, hadith 458; Bihir al-Anwdr: vol, 9%, p. 48,
hadith 15,
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(A.5.): "Is there a specific time for visiting Imam Hussain (A.S.)
that 1s better than other times?

He (A.S.) said: "Visit him (A.S.) always and in every
circumstance, for his visitation is the best of deeds. Whoever
does it more will deserve more goodness, and whoever does it
less will be deprived of good accordingly.Choose the best
occasions for your visitation, for in them the reward for good
deeds is doubled. These are moments when angels descend to
visit him (A.S.)."

L, Al-Igbal: vol. 1, p. 45; Bihdr al-Anwar: vol. 98, p. 98, hadith 29.
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The Grave Sin of Neglecting
Ziyarat of ImamHussain(A.S.)

While there is an extreme emphasis on visiting Imam
Hussain (A.S.), not visiting has been interpreted as oppression
and injustice. Ali ibn Hukm narrated from some of his
contemporary narrators, who reported from Imam Bagir
(AS.) 'He (A5) asked: "How far is Imam Hussain's (A.S5.)
grave from vou people?" I said: "Sixteen farsakhs’." He (A.S.)
said: "Do you visit him?" We said: "No." He (A.8.) said: "What
great injustice you commit!’

Abdullah ibn Talhah al-Nahdi narrates: [ visited Imam Abu
Abdullah (A.S.), and he {A.5.) said: "O Abdullah ibn Talhah! Do
you not visit the grave of Imam Hussain (A.S.)” [ said: "Yes, |
do.' He asked: Do you come every Frday?'l sawd: 'No."He
asked: Do you come every month? 1 said: 'No."He (A.S)
said; "What great oppression you commit as visiting him carries
reward equal to Hajj and Umrah.”

Sudayr narrates that Imam Abu Abdullah (A.S.) said: "O
Sudayr! do you wisit the grave of Imam Hussain (AS.) every
day?"1 said: "May 1 be sacrificed for you, no.”"He (A.5)
said: "What oppression this is/” Then he (A.S.) asked: "Do vou

‘an old unit of distance. Its length varied, but it generally corresponds to about 3
to 3.5 miles or 5 1o 6 kilometers,

f . Kamil al-Zivarat: p. 486, hadnth 740; Bihar al-Anwir: vol, 98, p. 5, hadith 20,

* . Tahdhib al-Ahkam: vol. 6. p. 21, hadith 47; Farhat al-Ghari: p. 79; Bihar al-
Anwar: vol, 97, p. 261, hadith 11,
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go every Friday?" | said: "No.” He (A.S.} asked: "Do you go
every month?” [ said: "Ne.” He (A.5.) asked: "Do you go once a
year?" [ said: "Almost like that.”

He (A.5.) said: "0 Sudayr, what oppression is this! Do vou
not know that Allah, the Mighty and Glorious, has two hundred
thousand angels who are constantly wvisiting Imam Hussain
(A.S5.), stiring up dust while weeping and lamenting?’

Fudayl ibn Yasar narrates that Imam Abu Abdullah (A.5.)
said: "What heedlessness 1s yours that you do not visit Imam
Hussain (A.S8.)! Do you not know that four thousand angels
weep for him until the Day of Resurrection?”

Sulayman ibn Khalid narrates that he heard Imam Abu
Abdullah (A.S.) say: "It 15 strange that some people who claim
to be our Shi‘a, out of heedlessness, laziness, and negligence, do
not visit the grave of Imam Hussain (A.S.)! By Allah, if they
knew the virtue of visiting Imam Hussain (A.S.). they would
never be lazy."

I said: "May I be sacrificed for you, what is the virtue of
visiting there?"

He (A.S.) said: "The virtue and blessings of visiting are
boundless. First, all the visitors’ past sins are forgiven, and it is
said: ‘Begin anew with vour deeds.”

' AlKafi: vol. 4, p. 589, hadith &; Tahdhib al-Ahkam: vol. 6. p. 116, hadith
205; Man La Yahduruhu al-Fagih: vol. 2, p. 399, hadith 3203; Kamil al-Ziyarat:
P 457, hadith 743 (all similarly); Bihar al-Anwar: vol, 98, p. 6, hadith 24,

© L Kamil al-Ziyirdt: p. 488, hadith 745; Bihdr al-Anwir: vol, 98, p. 7, hadith 27.
", Kamil al-Ziyardt: p. 488, hadith 747; Bihar al-Anwar: vol. 98, p. 7. hadith 28,
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The Deficiency of Faith

In the book ‘Mazar by Sheikh al-Tusi, it 18 narrated from
Muhammad ibn Muslim that [mém al-Bagir (A.S5)
said: "'Whoever does not visit the grave of Imdm al-
Hussaimi{ A.5.), his faith and religion are deficient."”

In Kamil al-Zivarat, it is narrated from AbiG Bakr al-
HadramT that Imam al-Bagir (A.8.) said: "Whoever wishes (o
know if he belongs to Paradise, let him test his heart with our
love. If it accepts, he is a believer. Those who love us must
yvearn to visit Imam Hussain's (A5} grave—for we recognize
his visitors as true lovers of our Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.), destined for
Paradise. Those who neglect his ziyirah have weak faith.”

In Tahdhib al-Ahkam, it is narrated from 'Anbasah ibn
Mus'ab that Imam al-5adiq (A.S.} said:"Whoever does not visit
the grave of Imam al-Hussain (A.S.) in his hifetime, his faith and
religion are weak and deficient. Even if he enters Paradise, he
will be inferior to the believers."”

Kamil al-Ziyarat narrates from Sayf ibn 'Umayr through a
mian that Imam al-Sadiq {A.S.) said: "Whoever does not visit the
grave of Imam al-Hussain (A.S.) in his litetime and claims to be

b Al-Mazar lil-Mufid: p, 56, hadith 1) Kanl al-Ziviedn p, 355, hadith

610; Bihar al-Anwar: vol. 98, p. 4, hadith 13."

1 Kamil al-Zivariat: p. 350, hadith 613; Bihar al-Anwir: vol, 95, p. 4
hadith 16.

* _ Kamil al-Ziyarat: p. 356, hadnth 613%; Bibar al-Anwar: vol. 9%, p. 4,
hadith 16.
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our Shi'a, then {his claim 1s false, and} he is not our Shi'a. Even
it he is from the people of Paradise, he will be among its guests
(not its true dwellers).""

The narrations proving the importance of visiting Imam
Hussain (A8} are mulawdatir (mass-transmitted), and
abandoning this wvisit 15 explicitly prolibited. Neglecting the
visit to Imam Hussain {A.5.) constitutes oppression (zidm) and
injustice (jafa), and leads to deficiency in faith and religion.

! Tahdhib al-Ahkdm: vol, 6, p. 44, hadith 95; al-Mazdar 1l-Mufid; p. 57.
hadith 2

{with "Ja2 1 instead of 'Jas o'y, Kamil al-Zivardt p. 356, hadnh 611;
Bihir al-Anwir: vol. 98, p. 4, hadith 14."
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The Failed Attempts

The enemies of faith and oppressive rulers made relentless
efforts to prevent people from visiting Imam Hussain (A.8.) and
seeking closeness to him, but all their attempts failed. The light
of Allah cannot be extinguished, as Allah Almighty said: "They
wish to extinguish the light of Allah with their mouths, but
Allah will perfect His light, even if the disbelievers detest
it."' Thus, Imam Hussain {A.S.) remains the radiant light of truth
against falsehood, the lamp of faith againsi the darkness of
disbelief, and the guiding light of wisdom that dispels the
shadows of ignorance.

Throughout history, countless oppressive rulers attempted
to prevent people from visiting Imam Hussain (A.S.), but they
failed in their impure objectives.

History records that Harun al-Rashid demolished Imam
Hussain's (A.S.) grave.

Sayyid Muhsin Amin states: "This dome remained until the
time of Harun al-Rashid, who then destroved 1t and tried to erase
the grave’s trace. There was a berry tree near the grave, which
he cut down.'

Sayyid Muhammad bin Abi Talib al-Hussaini al-Ha'iri
mentions i his book Tasiivar al-Majalis wa  Zinar  al-
Majalis" that a mosque was built near Imam Hussain’s (A.S.)
grave, which persisted during the Umayvad and Abbasid eras
until Harun al-Rashid’s reign, when he ordered its demolition.
cut down the berry tree, and attempted to erase the grave's
mark. Today, a gate called 'Bab al-Sidrah’ (Gate of the Berry

' Syrah al-Sait: Verse & Surah al-Tawbah: Verse 32.
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Tree) remains in the shrine’s courtyard, possibly near where the
tree once stood, ' *

In 236 AH, when al-Mutawakkil al-Abbasi came to power,
he also demaolished the grave of Imam Hussain (A.S.), razed the
swrounding houses, ordered the land to be cultivated, and
banned people from visiting the grave. He attempted to
completely erase all traces of the sacred grave. Yet, none of
these conspiracies could stop the lovers of Imam Hussain (A.S5.)
from wvisiting, offering salutations at the shrine, praving beneath
the dome, or worshipping and praying in that divine court.

The greatest erime and oppression of al-Mutawakkil al-
Abbast was that he demolished the grave of Imam Hussain
(A5}, prevented the faithful from wisiting it, and stationed
soldiers on the path to Imam Hussain’s shrine to torture and
harass every pilgrim who tried to visit.

Al-Suylitn  writes regarding the destruction of Imam
Hussain's  (A.8.)  grave: (Al-Mutawakkil) ordered the
demolition of Imam Hussain’s (A.8.) grave in 236 AH, razed
the swrounding houses, commanded the land to be cultivated,
barred people from the wvisit, and left the shrine completely
desolate’

Al-Mutawakkil's bigotry was notorious,causing profound
gricf among Muslims. The people of Baghdad began writing
condemnations on mosque walls, and poets composed satirical
verses azainst him.

One poet wrote:

‘By Aligh! If Bani Umayyah unjustly killed the son of the
Prophet’s daughier,

Then surely the sons of Umayvvah's father did the same.

Thase who demalished Imam Hussain's grave—

Regretted not joining his murder, so they took revenge on
his grave and dust.”

l . A vin al-Shia. al-Sayyid Mubsin al-Amin, vol. 2, p. 360,
. Tarikh al-Khulafa', al-Suyif, p. 393
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Ibn al-Athir said: 'Al-Mutawakkil ordered the demolition
of the grave of Imam Hussam 1bn "AlT (A.5.), the destruction of
the surrounding houses, and the cultivation of the land. He
barred people from visiting it, and [his soldiers] proclaimed:
"Whoever 1s seen near his grave after three days will be
impri&h::mf:rd.‘I

Ibn Kathir says: 'Al-Mutawakkil ordered the demolition of
the grave of Imam Hussain ibn "AlT tbn AbT Talib (A.S.), razed
the surrounding houses, and announced: "After three days,
anyone seen here will be imprisoned." Thereafter, no one was
seen there, and he had the land plowedand laborers stationed.”

Despite this grave crime and evil act, al-Mutawakkil failed
to erase the traces of Imam Hussain's (A.5.) grave. Today,
centuries later, the grave of Imam Hussain (A.S)) remains a
beacon and (Qubla of love for his devotees, where millions of
Muslim pilgrims are drawn wholcheartedly every year. The
faithful compete to draw nearer to his sacred shrine, prayving and
seeking intercession beneath his blessed dome in the presence of
Allah.

No one remembers al-Mutawakkil al-Abbasi today, nor
does anyone speak well of him. Rather, his record is filled with
evils, foremost among them 18 the demolition of I[mam
Hussain's (A.S.) grave—a clear proof of his hatred and enmity

toward Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.).

In every era, believers have continued to wvisit Imam
Hussain (A.8.). facing all difficulties, obstacles, and hardships.
The trials of time could not stop them; rather, the grandeur and
significance of this visitation only grew with time, as did the
number of pilgrims. Every vear, millions of faithful and lovers
of Imam Hussain (A.S.) visit him—the son of the Prophet’s
(SAW) daughter, the master of the youths of Paradise, the
beloved of the Messenger (SAW), and the coolness of his eyes.

' "Al-Kamil  al-Tarikh, Tbn al-Athir, vel. 6, p. 108."
!, Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, Thn Kathir, vel. 7, p. 377.
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Today, in Karbala, the sacred grave of Imam Hussain
(A.S.) and the holy shrine have become a beacon of guidance
for those who rise against falsechood, and the number of pilgrims
increases every year, especially during Arba’een.

Now, in the third decade of the 21st century, the passion
and zeal for visiting Imam Hussain (A.S.} in people’s hearts is
unparalleled. This flood of humanity surges toward the shrine of
Imam Hussain (A.S.), with only one cry on every tongue:

"Labbaik va Hussain!

Just as Imam Hussain (A.S.) sacrificed himseltf and his
family inthe path of God, his devoted followers throughout
history have also offered themselves for his cause and in his
name. To keep their love and devotion for Imam Hussain (A.S.)
alive, they have continued to make sacrifices in every era so that
the purpose of his uprising remains eternal and enduring.

The profound love and intense devotion that people have
for Imam Hussain {A.8.) 1s a reflection of the Quranic prayer in
which Allah commands; “So incline the hearts of the people
toward them.”

This 1s the very reality we wilness today, as countless
people are filled with love for Imam Hussain (A.S.), eagerly
vearnmng to visit his shrine and kiss his sacred resting place.

The deeper a person’s understanding (Ma'rifah) and faith in
Imam Hussain (A.S8.) grows, the more it enhances their
spirituality, mner purity, and connection to Hussainiyat (the path
of Hussain). This bond draws them closer to God and
strengthens their piety and devotion to the faith.

Therefore, visiting the shrine of Imam Hussain (A.S.)
carries immense spiritual and moral effects. It provides a person
with divine energy that transtorms them from a negative state to
a positive one. lifting them from despair to peace. tranquility,
and mental serenity.

S0, peace be upon Imam Hussain (A.S.) — on the day he
was borm, the day he was martyred, and the day he will be raised
to life again.
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Key Guidelines for Ziyarat al-
Arba’een

On the occasion of the Arba’een pilgrimage, where one of
the largest gatherings in the world takes place at a specific time
and place, it is essential to highlight the following important
points:

Maintaining Unity and Solidarity — Whether visiting
Imam Hussain (A.S.) during Arba’cen or at any other time.
pilgrims must uphold unity and harmony among themselves.
Their goal and purpose should be one, as Tmam Hussain {A.8.)
taught us unity. It is our duty to safeguard the lofty principles
and values for which Imam Hussain (A.S.) sacrificed himself on

{in) the path of God.

Transforming the Pilgrimage into Spiritual Strength
and Healing — Religious devotion iz highly effective in treating
numerous psychological and spiritual ailments. Today, many
specialists in this field have recognized its profound impact, as it
has proven remarkably successful in curing various mental and
nervous disorders.

Focusing on the Great Objectives of Imam Hussain’s
(A.8.) Uprising — Attention must be given to the noble causes
for which Imam Hussain (A.S.) stood and was martyred, the
most prominent bemg: societal reform, establishing justice,
enjoining good and forbidding evil, protecting the faith, and
defending Islam.
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Enhancing Religious, Cultural, and Intellectual
Awareness — Organizing academic and cultural seminars,
publishing beneficial religious books, holding conferences and
gatherings on Arba’een, and spreading the message of Imam
Hussain { A.S.) 1o the world.

Channeling Hussaini Zeal into Self-Reform and Moral
Revival — The passion inspired by Imam Hussain (A.S.) should
be used as a means to cultivate virtues, righteousness, and self-
improvement among people, reviving moral values within them.

Avoiding Controversial Issues that Cause Division and
Contlict — Disputes lead to failure, as Allah Almighty has
said: "And do not dispute, lest you fail and lose your strength.
And be patient, for surely Allah is with the patient." (Quran
8:46)

Highlighting Arba’een on a Global Scale — Promoting
Arba’een internationally through media in various languages so
that the world becomes aware of Imam Hussain's (A.5.)
message and his righteous uprising. The objectives Imam
Hussain (A.S5.) stood for are the same lofty human values
recognized by all wise and enlightened people worldwide.

Encouraging Scholarly Research on Arba‘een and the
Pilgrimage — Conducting academic studics on the pilgrimage
and the Arba’een event, identifying its strengths and
weaknesses, so that its positive aspects can be further enhanced,
and shortcomings—which are natural in such massive human
gatherings—can be addressed.
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Appendix

The Method

of Performing Ziyarat al-
Arba'een



The Method of Ziyarat-e-
Arba'een

Two methods of performing Ziyarat of Imam Hussain
(A.S.) on Arba'een have been narrated:

First Method

Narrated from Imam Ja'far al-Sadig (A.S.), as reported by
Sheikh Tust i Tahdhib and Mishah from Safwan bin Mihran

Jammal (Jamal):
My master [Imam al-Sadig (A.S.) said regarding the Zivarat
of Arba'een:
“Perform the Zivarat when the day has risen (afier
sunrise). and recite the following. "
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Second Method

This is the visitation (Ziyarat) of Imam Hussain {A.8.)} that
Jabir ibn Abdullah al-Ansan performed on the day of Arba’een.

It is narrated from Ata that: "On the 20" of Safar, | was
with Jabir ibn Abdullah. When we reached Ghadiriyva, he
performed ghusl (ritual purification). wore a clean shirt, and
then asked me, 0 Ata! do you have any perfume?’ I replied, ‘I
have Sa'd (a type of fragrance).” So he applied a little Sa'd to
his head and body. Then, barefoot, he walked until he reached
the head of Imam Hussain (A.S.). He said ‘Allahu Akbar” three

times and fainted. When he regained consciousness, | heard him

say..."
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The Farewell Ziyarat of Imam
Hussain (a.s.) on the Day of
Arba’een

If someone wishes to recite the farewell zivarat of Imam
Hussain (A.S.) on Arba’een day, they should recite the ziyarat
mentioned by Sayyid Ibn Tawus in Ighal. He states: "There is a
specific zivaral narvated for bidding farewell "
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"And for Hazrat Abbas (A.5.) and the companions of Imam

Hussain (A.S.), one may recite the transmitted ziyarats that are
recited on the Day of Ashura or on other days.”
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